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Open Access Policy Requirements

 
The Gates Foundation’s Open Access Policy applies to all 
published research funded, in whole or in part, by the 
foundation. To comply, authors must acknowledge the Gates 
Foundation and include the grant number, post the 
manuscript as a preprint on a recognized preprint server, 
make it freely available immediately under a CC BY license or 
equivalent open terms, and include a Data Availability 
Statement (DAS) describing where the underlying data can be 
found.

Suggested Acknowledgement 
“This work was supported, in whole or in part, by the 
Gates Foundation [Grant number]. The conclusions and 
opinions expressed in this work are those of the author(s) 
alone and shall not be attributed to the Foundation. Under 
the grant conditions of the Foundation, a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 License has already been 
assigned to the Author Accepted Manuscript version that 
might arise from this submission. Please note works 
submitted as a preprint have not undergone a peer review 
process.” 
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About Preprints

 
A preprint is a scientific manuscript that has been made 
publicly available by the authors on a preprint server. 
Preprints help authors share findings sooner, establish a 
citable public version, receive feedback, and update the 
work over time. They are generally free to post and update. 
 
Choosing a Preprint Server 
Recognized preprint servers include bioRxiv, medRxiv, 
Research Square and others; ASAPbio also maintains a 
broader list of preprint servers. VeriXiv is a preprint 
platform that improves research integrity while enabling 
the rapid availability of research funded by the Gates 
foundation.  

To Post a Preprint 

To post a preprint, create an account on your selected 
preprint server, follow the platform’s submission 
instructions, and upload your manuscript with the 
requested article information. Be sure to acknowledge the 
foundation including your grant number and select a CC 
BY or equivalent license. Any subsequent updates to key 
conclusions within the manuscript should be posted as an 
updated preprint.  

Didn’t Post a Preprint? 
If a preprint was not posted before article acceptance, 
grantees should deposit the Author Accepted Manuscript 
(AAM) in a repository, such as PubMed Central or Zenodo, 
with a CC BY license. The AAM is the version of the article 
that the publisher has accepted but has not yet been 
published. For more information about repository options, 
visit the OA Help Center. 

 

 
Need Further Assistance? 

 
1. Start with the Open Access Website for detailed 

information on policy compliance and updates 
 

2. Visit the Open Access (OA) Help Center for answers to 
commonly asked questions 
 

3. Check out our Grantee Guides for quick guidance on 
understanding the policy and compliance options 
 

4. For specific questions or additional guidance, email  
openaccess@gatesfoundation.org 
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